For any number of percussionists
by Erik Carlson
2015

Each percussionist has the same equipment:

A piece of resistance wire is stretched vertically on a frame so that it is accessible at all points
and perhaps visible to the audience.

The resistance wire and a piece of flexible copper wire (long enough to contact the resistance
wire at all points) are both connected to a small battery and to an amplifier, which outputs to a
speaker.

An event consists of a player touching the flexible wire to the resistance wire, creating an
audible pop, then sliding the flexible wire along the resistance wire to another point and then
separating them, creating another audible pop of a different volume.

The amplifier should be calibrated so that the loudest possible volume is substantial but not
overly loud, and the softest possible volume is almost inaudible.

A page of sample score is shown below. Each line tells the parameters of one event.

The first number is the length of time in seconds between touching the wires together and
releasing them.

The second pair of numbers explain the position at which to touch the flexible wire to the
resistance wire, and the position at which to separate them, assuming the resistance wire to be
divided into 100 equal measurements from bottom to top. The flexible wire slides between these
2 points during the length of time previously specified in the first number.

The last note of each line in the score tells the length of time in seconds before beginning the
next event.

Each performer gets their own set of pages. The pages need not be completed in performance.
The composer will produce and provide as many pages as desired for a performance.
Each percussionist works independently and simultaneously.

Play for as long as desired, but all players should begin and end together.
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